
Analysing Irregular Blood Smears













Irregular Smear Model / Suggested Responses
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1 Excess WBC. Individual is likely sick with an infection or 

leukemia. 
(Leukemia blood smear).
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2 Red blood cells are misshaped/disk shaped. Oxygen carrying 
capacity may be affected. 
(Sickle cell anemia blood smear).
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3 Red blood cells have dark spots suggesting infection. Oxygen 

carrying capacity may be affected. 
(Malaria blood smear).

Im
ag

e 
4 Red blood cells appear hollow / lighter in colour. Suggests less 

haemoglobin. Oxygen carrying capacity may be reduced. 
(Hypochromatic anemia blood smear).
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5

Platelets are grouped in mass. Suggests blood clotting. 
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